
Firsts
-Charles Henry Turner(1867-1923)- a zoologist and educator, 

was the first person to discover that insects can hear.

-The Tuskegee Airmen were the first African-American pilots 
in the U.S. armed forces. Beginning in 1941, select groups of 
extensively tested and rigorously trained African-Americans 

were trained at The Tuskegee Institute in Alabama. The 
Tuskegee Airmen are depicted in the G.I. Joe action figure 

series.

-Ralph  J. Bunche(1904-1971), a politician and a U.N. 
diplomat, was the first African American to win the Nobel 
peace prize in 1950 for mediating the Arab-Israeli truce.

-Richard Theodore Greener (1844 - 1922), was the first 
African-American graduate from Harvard in 1870. He started 

out at Oberlin college, the first American college to admit 
African-Americans and went on to become a lawyer.

-Madame C.J. Walker (1876-1919) invented specialized hair 
products for African-American hair and became the first 

American woman to become a millionaire.

Little Known Facts 
-Isaac Murphy (1861 – 1896), a great thoroughbred jockey, 

was the first to win three Derbies and the only jockey to win 
the Kentucky Derby, the Kentucky Oaks, and the Clark 

Handicap within the same year.

-Lewis and Clark were accompanied by York, a black slave, 
when they made their 1804 expedition from Missouri to 

Oregon. York’s presence aided in their interactions with the 
Native Americans they encountered.

-Buffalo Soldiers is the name given to the all-black regiments 
of the U.S. Army started in 1866. More than 20 Buffalo 

Soldiers received the highest Medal of Honor for their service 
the highest number of any U.S. military unit. The oldest living 

Buffalo Soldier, Mark Matthews, died at the age of 111 in 
2005.

-Wally Amos “Famous Amos”(1936-) creator of the Famous 
Amos chocolate chip cookies, was a talent agent at the 

William Morris Agency where he worked with the likes of the 
Supremes, Simon &Garfunkel and various child stars. He 

founded his cookie company in 1975 with a recipe from his 
aunt.

Record Breakings
-Quincy Jones is the most Grammy-nominated artist in the history 

of the awards with 76 nominations and 26 awards.

-Wilma Rudolph (1940-1994) a record breaking track star was born 
the 20th of 22 children, and stricken with polio as a child. She not 

only overcame polio but broke world records in three Olympic 
track events and was first American woman to win three gold 

medals at the Olympics.

-Henry (“Hank”) Aaron (1934-) broke Babe Ruth’s home run record 
when he hit his 715th home run in 1974. He set a major league 

record with 755 home runs in his career.

-Tiger Woods (1975 - ) is the youngest person and the first African-
American to win the Masters Tournament in 1997 and by a record-
breaking lead of 12 strokes. He was also the highest paid athlete in 

2005, earning an estimated $87 million dollars.

-Wilt Chamberlain(1936-1999) was the first basketball player to 
score 100 points in a single game during the 1961 season and the 

first player in the NBA to score 30,000 points.

Inventors
-Garrett Augustus Morgan (1877-1963) invented, among many other 

things, a 3-way  automatic stop sign, which he sold to General Electric. It 
was used in the U.S. until the 3-light traffic sign was developed.

-Dr. Charles Drew (1904-1950) discovered techniques to store blood and 
developed blood banks.

-Lewis Howard Latimer invented the carbon filament for light bulbs in 
1881.

-Mark Dean (1957 - ) along with his co-inventor Dennis Moelle created a 
microcomputer system with bus control means for peripheral 

processing devices. This invention allows the use of computer plug-ins 
like disk drives, speakers, scanners, etc...

-George Carruthers (1939 - ) invented the far ultraviolet electrographic 
camera, used in the 1972 Apollo 16 mission. This invention revealed new 

features of Earth's far-outer atmosphere and deep-space objects from 
the perspective of the lunar surface. Carruthers was inducted into the 

National Inventor's Hall of Fame in 2003.


